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Synopsis

Completed in 1999 by a distinguished group of Arabists and historians of Islam, the annotated
translation of al-Tabari’s History is arguably the most celebrated chronicle produced in the Islamic
lands on the history of the world and the early centuries of Islam. This fortieth volume, the Index,
compiled by Alex V. Popovkin under the supervision of Everett K. Rowson, serves as an essential
reference tool. It offers scholars and general readers convenient access to the wealth of information
provided by this massive work.. The Index comprises not only all names of persons and places
mentioned by al-Tabari, with abundant cross-referencing, but also a very broad range of subject
entries, on everything from "pomegranates" to forms of "punishment.” The volume includes a
separate index of Quranic citations and allusions, as well as a list of errata and corrigenda to the

entire translation.
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Customer Reviews

Completed in 1999 by a distinguished group of Arabists and historians of Islam, the annotated
translation of al-Tabari’s History is arguably the most celebrated chronicle produced in the Islamic
lands on the history of the world and the early centuries of Islam. This fortieth volume, the Index,
compiled by Alex V. Popovkin under the supervision of Everett K. Rowson, serves as an essential
reference tool. It offers scholars and general readers convenient access to the wealth of information
provided by this massive work. The Index comprises not only all names of persons and places

mentioned by al-Tabari, with abundant cross-referencing, but also a very broad range of subject



entries, on everything from "pomegranates" to forms of "punishment.” The volume includes a
separate index of Quranic citations and allusions, as well as a list of errata and corrigenda to the

entire translation. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Alex V. Popovkin is a professional indexer and Everett K. Rowson is Associate Professor of Middle

Eastern Studies at New York University.

When it comes to indexing, readers of Arabic and Persian history and literature cannothelp but
recall Bernard of Chartres comments in another context. We are dwarfs astridethe shoulders of
giants, the giants in this case being those nineteenth and earlytwentieth century scholars who,
laptopless in their studies, managed to devise immenselyhelpful indices to their monumental works
of scholarship. We, on the other hand, areconditioned to discard the computerized concoctions now
dished up as indices and insteadrummage through books with the naked eye. The Tabari index is
therefore all the morewelcomed for reminding us of the value of an excellent and intelligently
designed index.Since the translation is referenced to the standard Arabic edition by M. J. de Goeje,
thereader can use the English index for searching the Arabic edition. Having used it
constantlyduring the past few weeks, | have yet to find a slip or a faulty transliteration. The
compilers,Popovkin and Rowson, have earned the gratitude of all readers of this truly magnificent
project.
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